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Bedggood Memorial Lecture 


Nursing the fierce - Raptor rehabilitation at Hawk Haven 
Talk by Mark Scuffins, raptor expert and artist 


Sitting in the front row waiting for the Stella Bedggood Memorial 
Lecture to begin, I was confronted by the terrifying spectacle of a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle in full flight coming straight for me. Resisting 
the temptation to duck I was comforted by the realisation that I was 
in a lecture theatre and quite safe. 


Martin Scuffins has a soft spot 
for raptors which began in his 
|boyhood. As his older sisters 
frode their horses at the pony 
club young Martin would wan- 
der. As he sat beneath a gum 
tree a Black Shouldered Kite 
alighted nearby. Their eyes met 
— the strong red eyes of the Kite 
}and Martin’s whatever-coloured 

ss.|eyes. He was entranced. Then 

Ss }again in the home garden at 
=, Ross Creek, he witnessed terri- 
Like B fied sparrows taking refuge in a 


ahs E Sal} an unfortunate sparrow for its 
taba Their eyes met - the marigold eyes of the Goshawk and Mar- 
tin’s whatever-coloured eyes. Raptor rapture was taking hold! 


A book of birds of prey came into Martin’s possession and his 
course was set. He would become a falconer. Despite his father’s 
misgivings Martin began training a Muscovy Duck! Undeterred the 
young Martin set about training a Suffolk Hen for the job. Oh well, 
we all have to start somewhere. 


By the time he was eighteen his enthusiasm and growing knowledge 
was such that the local wildlife officer granted him a permit to take 
in injured raptors but his Biology Studies at University of Ballarat 
followed by some years studying rats in Indonesia, put his real love 
on hold. 


Returning to his beloved birds of prey, Martin began to learn much. 
Wedge-tailed Eagles can detect the movement of rabbits from one 
and a half km while we can only do that, from half a km away. Col- 
our patterns are also heightened and even the entrails of an animal 
can be seen from afar. To have the talons of a bird of prey lock 
around his arm was a painful learning experience as Martin was 
helpless to release the grip himself. Only the bird could decide to do 
that. Hus desire not just to learn about these birds but to learn to 
think like them became a strong focus. 


Martin learned the techniques of falconry so that he could use a lure 
to help his recovering birds to be able to fend for themselves once 
again in the wild. He showed a video of himself perfecting the art. 
Falconry has been around for a very long time 1n our human history. 
The art of training a falcon has been recorded from 1700 BC. In 
Saxon England the punishment for stealing their eggs could result in 
years of imprisonment or having one’s eyes poked out. It was worse 
in France where the offender’s breasts were apparently slashed and 
torn by the offended bird! 


Martin then listed the reasons for the dangers that raptors face in the 
wild which cause injury and illness resulting in their coming to his 
place, Hawk Haven. 


l. There are too many of us! Seven billion and counting, as SBS 
reminds us which is bad enough for the human race let alone 
the birds. 

2D Our need for food and housing leads to the destruction of 


habitat for sustaining the raptor population. 


3. Our need to transmit power over great distances has resulted 
in horrendous injury to fast-flying birds of prey near power 
lines. A photo of a dead Peregrine falcon with its severed 
wing was enough to illustrate this point. 


4. Road trauma and its often-seen result 1s something we have 
seen, or sadly experienced. An image of a dead rabbit, a 
Swamp Harrier and a Brown Falcon mangled on the road to- 
gether, told its terrible story. 
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5. Beyond the accidental killing of birds on the road there are 
also some human beings who seem to take some joy from de- 
liberately running over native fauna.. 


6. Barbed-wire fences also provide a hazard and Martin ques- 
tioned their necessity nowadays and who would have thought 
that the introduced Prickly Pear might be a danger. A young 
Peregrine covered in spines, dramatically shown on the screen, 
certainly told us this. 


qs Our human activity was evident in the presentation in many 
ways. Birds shot trapped and with wings clipped, along with 
well-meaning folk who attempt to rear or tend injured birds 
were mentioned. The point was made that feeding a raptor 
with processed meat deprived it of its necessary calcium and 
roughage such as feathers and bone. A fledging Brown Fal- 
con was brought to Hawk Haven in an emaciated condition 
precisely because it lacked the above requirements. Also it 
was lacking Vitamin D as it had been deprived of sunlight in 
its cage. Martin quickly nursed it back to health which brings 
us to the recovery work undertaken at Hawk Haven. 
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Photo: The Mews Art Studio 
The 'Mews' Art Studio. A 'mews' is traditionally a place where birds 
of Prey are housed. The right hand side of this building houses Mar- 
tin’s resident Little Eagle Morgaine. The left hand room contains his 
art studio as well as the paraphenalia associated with working with 
injured and orphaned raptors. 


An injured or sick bird brought 1n, 1s initially assessed for the extent 
of the problem. Sadly some with bone damage, especially to the 
wing, are euthanised. Others are more fortunate. We were fasci- 
nated by Martin’s explanation of “imping” which was required to 
bring back to wholeness the Whistling Eagle with the clipped wings. 
The careful trimming of spare feathers and Super Glue worked won- 
ders. A Grey Goshawk, which required an imped wing, spent some 
time before its adult moult could be seen adorned with the rather 
dark tail-feather of a Black-shouldered Kite. 


Martine related many of his experiences caring for these fascinating 
birds over many years including his own injuries, none deliberate, 
for which he still bears the scars. He told us about the three or- 
phaned Swamp Harriers who imprinted on one and other rather than 
their “human parent”. The Wedgies who mate for life are territorial 
and so should not be kept in a shelter for more than a month, if pos- 
sible. The Boobook Owl that, when released, hung around a nearby 
pine plantation for three weeks and then made regular returns to the 
Haven for a feed for three months, then occasionally for some years, 
until finally dropping in for a meal six years later after a break of 
two years. 


He touched on the disconnect between the human and the wildlife 
population. We have our improved knowledge through media and 
internet access but our lessened actual experience in the natural 
world. We need to take a walk in the bush! More and more of us 
live in the city and our community 1s defined by human criteria. It 
rains, the wind blows, its hot or cold but the noise of the traffic, the 
asphalt pavement and our human endeavours block out the nature 
that surrounds us. 


Martin’s “Nursing of the fierce” brings him up close and personal 
with the inhabitants of the raptors’ world which are beautifully rep- 
resented in his art work. But his greatest joy comes on, releasing 
into the wild, a bird brought back to health and then seeing it flying 
free on his own piece of land. A brief mention of a new property at 
Leigh Valley to develop as Hawk and Owl Sanctuary brought his 
talk to an end. 


Martin’s easy delivery, excellent photographs, passion for his birds 
and extensive knowledge was warmly received by all present and 
was a fitting presentation for another outstanding Stella Bedggood 
Memorial Lecture. 


Chris Baulch 


Wildflower Excursion Sun 5 Oct ‘14 - John Gregurke 


The purpose of the October excursion was to visit the wildflower 
shows at Pomonal and Halls Gap. 


The display put on by Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) 
Grampians in the Pomonal Hall was spectacular. Flowering speci- 
mens of a wide range of native plants were on display. The clearly 
named specimens came from the gardens of local APSNA members 
and included cuts flowers and potted plants. A colourful display of 
daisies filled one end of the hall. A wide range of natural history 
books and _ native 
‘>| plants from _— several 
~~ | growers were on sale; 
sity) | field nats contributed 
)) to the local economy. 
; ® We also visited a local 
Ay » 7) garden on the edge of 
#| Pomonal. The garden 
=| covered several hec- 
= tares with thousands of 
/native plants. A_ bird 
aviary contained 
Gouldian Finches and 
Scarlet-chested —_Par- 
rots. 


At Halls Gap, wildflowers were displayed in the town’s Botanic Gar- 
dens adjoining the National Park. An artist was demonstrating na- 
tive flower embroidery including hand-made flowers of eucalypts 
and wattles with individual stamens. In the Halls Gap hall, Parks 
Victoria and Friends of Grampians, Gariwerd had a historical display 
celebrating the 30" birthday of Grampians National Park. A high- 
light was a large banner of the Victorian volcanic plains developed 
from a composite of several thousand photographs showing the natu- 
ral and human history of the region. Careful observation was needed 
to pick out the many plants and animals in the scene. 


Field Nats attending enjoyed this trip on a fine spring day. Thanks 
to Claire and Peter for organising the trip and arranging the Wen- 
douree CFA bus which Peter drove with passengers enjoying the 
scenery. 


John Gregurke 


Pomonal and Halls Gap Flower Shows - Peter Dalmans 


Thirteen members and guests joined a bus trip to the Pomonal and 
Halls Gap flower shows on Sunday 5th October. We were pleased to 
have Margaret Thomas's daughter Mary join us for the trip. Entering 
the Pomonal hall, members faced a massed arrangement of floodlit 
daisies providing an attractive display. On tables there were numer- 
ous colourful named specimens. There was also an extensive book 
display and the opportunity for a coffee break. Outside were plant 
and other stalls so there was the possibility to purchase some of the 
plants which might have caught an eye in the display. Associated 
with the plant show were a couple of open gardens and one in Cas- 
sell Court was visited next. This was a very extensive and well laid 
out garden and it was impressive what had been achieved in 16 
years. But there was also an aviary with over 20 Gouldian Finches 
in every variation which was also of interest. 


Next it was off to Halls Gap for their flower show. The locals had 
made an effort to restart this show which lapsed last year and was in 
their botanic gardens. This enabled viewing of the plants that are 
normally there plus a few additional cut specimens in a marquee. 
The local hall also had a display; the most interesting part being a 
banner which had the same pictures as those displayed on the twelve 
panels at the SEANA camp so those that did not go to Portland could 
see it. The group arrived back in Ballarat shortly after Spm. 

Peter Dalman 


Corrections: The Ballarat Naturalist, 
Oct. P. 5 Emily has recorded at least 41 not 31 species so far. 
P.7 Sentence at top of page 7 should read .... Goldfields Stringybark 1s 


closely related to Brown Stringybark EF. baxteri ... 
P7 Photo and text should read:for Leopard Orchid Diuris sulphurea 


SEANA Spring Camp 2014 - Portland 


The Spring 2014 SEANA camp at Portland was from Friday 26th 
September until lunch on Monday 29th September. About 70 people 
gathered for the camp and, being school holidays some children. 
Three members from our Ballarat club attended. 


We were welcomed with refreshments at the yacht club which was 
our gathering venue, an excellent location right on the water's edge 
where we could observe shipping activity. A bag of local informa- 
tion brochures was supplied. 


Photo: Boronia species at 
Kentbruck heathlands area 


In the room was a Series of 
12 panels creating a portable 
mural about 10 metres long. 
It 1s beautiful and kept us 
finding new things. With 
over 3000 photographs of 
creatures and plants blended 
into the background, it pro- 
eressed from early settle- 
ment through to the final panels containing three foxes. Other 
threats were included amongst the panels. 


The Friday evening speaker was Dr Peter Gill from Deakin Univer- 
sity who spoke on the topic Blue whales in the Bonney Upwelling. 
Blue whales are the largest creatures to have lived on earth and can 
be 24m long. Unlike Southern Right Whales which have thick blub- 
ber and can live for long periods without feeding, Blue Whales need 
to feed regularly and are attracted to the krill which concentrates in 
the Bonney Upwelling which occurs seasonally along the coast near 
Portland. 


On Saturday, whole day excursions were conducted to the Kanaw- 
inka Geopark area including Mt Eccles and the Harman Valley, 
Byaduk caves, national parks west of Portland, bird watching mostly 
along the coast and the Budj Bim Aboriginal heritage area including 
fish traps and Lake Condah. Half day excursions offered, included a 
harbour cruise, cliff walk, the enchanted forest and Bats ridge caves. 


Ballarat representatives went on the National Park’s excursion led by 
Robert Hodgetts and Patrick Ward. This excursion went mostly 
through the Cobboonee area where two of the highlights were 
Woolly-style heath, Epacris lanuginosa with its striking white flow- 
erheads and Hairy Boronia, Boronia pilosa with its beautiful pink 
flowers. Leeches were problematic with a few people reporting their 
presence including one lady showing us quite an engorged one on 
her neck. The excursion finished at Swan Lake where numerous 
Scented Spider Orchids, Caladenia fragrantissima subsp fragrantis- 
sima were observed along with Pink Fairies, Caladenia latifolia. 


The Saturday evening talk by Marg O'Toole, a marine scientist, diver 

and photographer took us through a photographic exploration of the 

undersea world of marine reserves near Port Campbell. Following 
af 


* Photo: Peter Dalman 
| looking in a nest box 
at Sugar Gliders 


I the talk, many col- 

y lected sea speci- 

7 mens were available 

a for observation and 
} * touching. 


| The Sunday morn- 
) ing was for half-day 
trips mostly from 
"| Saturepeated rday 
but also a fascinat- 
jing excursion to a 
| private property 
) with sugar glider 
: nests. This was the 
| rr excursion taken by 
—_ | Ballarat partici- 
| pants. We were 
4 welcomed at the 

re rural bush property 
ges of Garry Milich 
Ma te eae Mi with a camp fire, 
freshly cooked scones with jam and cream and tea or coffee. After 
an interesting explanation of the soil improvement properties and 
carbon storage potential of bio char by enthusiast, Doug Phillips, it 
was off to experience sugar gliders in nest boxes. The property and 
adjacent areas have 196 nest boxes for sugar gliders, most occupied. 
A camera on a pole was used to facilitate initial observation after 
which we were invited to climb a ladder, take the top off the box and 
observe the five gliders that made it their home. We were invited to 
help prune beautiful large banksias so a number of participants left 
with lovely bunches of these flowers. 


The main feature of Sunday was a bus trip to Nelson for a boat trip 
to Princess Margaret Rose caves and dinner. It was pleasant to be 
driven by bus to Nelson and spend time near the estuary before 
boarding a boat for a trip up the Glenelg river, claimed locally to be 
Victoria's longest river, as far as the Princess Margaret Rose caves’ 
jetty. Some participants took the bus to the caves while the rest of 
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the party enjoyed the boat trip, looking for birds, observing riverside 
shacks, limestone cliffs and nibbling supplied snacks. The evening 
meal was enjoyed on the banks of the Glenelg at Hirths landing be- 
fore returning by boat to Nelson then bus to Portland arriving about 
9.30pm. 


Monday morning was a walk around Fawthrop lagoon or a repeat to 
see the Sugar Gliders. Birds were the main interest at Fawthrop la- 
goon. It was reasonably windy and most birds seemed happy to 
shelter out of sight. Participants were interested to see Nankeen 
night herons roosting in a cypress tree which apparently 1s their usual 
location. There was a lone Royal Spoonbill and one Red-kneed Dot- 
teral plus a range of normal water birds. Portland botanic gardens 
was the final lunch location and farewell. 


Peter Dalman 


Final Snippets from 1953 FNCB Minutes 


Oct.1953 (Also copy in Dec 2013) Mr G Hay gave a delightfully 
informal talk to members in “The Habits of Falcons”. He described 
many of the occasions he encountered the birds around the district 
in earlier days. Mr Hay illustrated many of his points with a mag- 
nificent specimen of the Peregrine Falcon which had been pre- 
pared by Mr Smith. He concluded his talk with a comparison be- 
tween the Wedge-tailed Eagle and the faster flying falcons. 


Dec. 1953 Mr Burt gave a splendid commentary as he displayed 
Kodachrome photographs in colour, kindly made available by Mr 
Les Hill of Davenport, Tasmania. The photographs were excellent 
in detail and clarity and the series taken of the Tasmanian Masked 
Owl were outstanding, indicating the hours of patience the photog- 
rapher must have endured to obtain such perfection for each pic- 
(ure. 


IE IE IE IE IK IK IK IK DK DE DE DE IE IE IK IK IK SK DE DE DIE DIE DIE IE IK IK IK SK DE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE IK 3K KK SK SE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DE DE DIE DIE SKK IK IK 3K SK 3K SIC IE SIE SIE IE IE IE DIE IE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE 3 
Excursion Sunday Nov 9 
To be led by Paul Norquay and Bill Murphy 


Originally planned to visit Mt Beckworth but, owing to dryness 
* and lack of vegetation an alternative has yet to be decided upon. 


EK HE IK IK OK IK 3K IK SK SKE SK OK SK 3K 3K 3K 


t The location will be announced at the Friday meeting. 


TE IK IK TK HE IK IK SE SE SE SE IK IK IK IK SK SE SE SE SK KK 9K 9K SEE 


3K 
FE IE IK IE IK IE IK DK IK DE IK DK DK FE DE FE DE KDE IK DK IK DE FE DE DIE SE DIE JK DIE IK DE IK DIE IK DE DE DK DIK FE DIE FE DIE IE SK DIE DIE SIE DE DIE SIE DE DIE SIE DK DIE IE DK DIE IE SK DIE IE SKK DIE DIE SK DK DIE SIE DK DIE FE DK DIE FE IK 9K 
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LEARN ABOUT CHANGES TO OUR CLIMATE - present & FUTURE 
Speaker: Dr David Jones Manager, Climate Monitoring & Prediction, Aus- 
tralian Bureau of Meteorology 
Brewery Theatre, SMB Campus Lydiard St Sth. 

Facilitator: Nick Lanyon Response:2 students on their concerns & hopes 


When?: 6pm - 7.150m, Thursday November 6, 2014 
Entry: $5.00 / $3.00 student/concession 
www.breaze.org.au 


Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes Oct 3, 2014 


The Club’s focus at this meeting was the Stella Bedggood Memorial 
Lecture. As a result, only some items discussed at the Club meeting. 


Opening and Apologies 

Attendance: Four members of Stella Bedggood’s family, several 
members of the Castlemaine FNC & the Australian Plants Society, a 
Conservation and Land Management student and 40+ Club members 
and visitors were welcomed by Peter Dalman. 

Apologies: Mike Sorrell, Elizabeth & Denis Thurgood, Catherine 
King MP, Sharon Knight MP, Jaala Pulford MP, Geoff Howard MP, 
Cr John Philips- Mayor, Carol Hall, John Mildren, Dulcie Brooke 
and Kay Arnott. 

Correspondence: IN: Emails from: 

. Environment Victoria: Invitation to AGM and Environment Cele- 
bration, 29th Oct; 

. Gayle Osborne, Wombat Forestcare: overview of meeting she had 
with DEPI Strategic Planning Manager, Timothy Hudspith, out of 
which a meeting between DEPI and environmental groups 1n the 
West Central Bushfire Risk Landscape was decided upon; 

. Simone Blair, DEPI: Invitation to and Agenda for a Bushfire/ 
Planned Burn Management briefing with expert speakers, from 
FNCYV: Invitation to the presentation of the Australian Natural His- 
tory Medallion, Nov. 2014. 

. Various assistants/ secretaries to MPs and Councillors in Ballarat: . 
. VNPA: Electronic version of the report “Natural Victoria: Conser- 
vation Priorities for Victoria’s Natural Heritage, 2014”. 

. Julene Margaret Cook: link to Fungi Oz, a free Australian Fungi 
Identification App. 

. RSPCA Victoria: Request that our Club add its name to an “Agreed 
Statement” in support of a ban on recreational shooting of native 
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waterbirds in Vic. — a collaborative election initiative to be provided 
to the Vic Labor Party, local and possibly major newspapers to en- 
courage the Party to change its policy on recreational shooting. 
OUT: To Elspeth Swan: request to present a talk on native and 1n- 
troduced plants, insects, etc., found in cemeteries at the state ceme- 
teries association conference, to be held next May in Creswick. 

To DEPI: Funding Application put together by John Petheram sub- 
mitted under their Local Landscape Enhancement Grants Program 
for signage for La Gerche Trail, Creswick. 

An invitation to launch of proposal to establish a Canadian Multi-use 
Forest Park, link to Fungi Oz app. 

To Simone Blair, DEPI: acceptance of invitation to briefing on 
Bushfire/ Planned Burn Management on Oct. 10. 

Business Arising from Correspondence: 

Two things were voted upon by Club members: 

The Committee endorsed the application for grant funding made on 
behalf of our Club by John Petheram relating to the La Gerche Walk 
in Creswick. Do members support this application? Allin favour. 
Do members agree to add our Club’s name to the “Agreed State- 
ment” in support of a ban on recreational shooting of native water- 
birds in Victoria? All in favour 

Reports: not discussed. 

Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $6,240.28 = Income $63 
Expenses $59.12 Closing balance: $6,244.16 

Other reports: 

Mid-week excursion on Sept. 16 — Clunes & Dunach NCR: met John 
Higgins from Maryborough FNC and visited/ discussed the identity 
of the Eucalypts that look like Brown Stringybarks but may be Gold- 
fields Stringybark, E. aurofidina. Sounds like the jury 1s still out. 
Saw lots of wildflowers too. Some disappointment amongst the 
sroup because some were expecting to go to Mt Beckworth and had- 
n’t realised the plans had changed. 

Launch of proposal for Canadian Multi-use Forest Park: quite a few 
FNCB members were amongst the 120 or so people that attended the 
event. Meaningful Welcome to Country ceremony and interesting 
walk. Good to see lots of regeneration of indigenous vegetation in 
the old logging site. 

Peter Dalman touched on the sad loss and funeral of past-member 
Lorraine Fink, noting the significant contributions that both Lorraine 
and her husband Lyndsay made to the Club, and noting that our 
thoughts are with her family at this time. 


1] 


CALENDAR 2014 


November 

Fri 7 History of Botanical Gardens: Lorraine Powell, Friends of 
the Ballarat Botanical Gardens 

Sun 9 Exc: TBA: Bill Murphy and Paul Norquay 

Tues 18 Mid-month exc. 7BA—John Gregurke 


Tues 18 Committee meeting at Dalman’s 
December 
Fri 5 From the Birdbath—Jenny Sedgwick, Ballarat Birdlite 


Sun 7 PM ~ Exc Enfield area: Elspeth & club members 


No committee meeting this month 


Committee 
President Peter Dalman 


Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Val Hocking 


John Mildren 


Secretary Emily Noble 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 
Claire Dalman 
John Gregurke 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Fran Hanrahan 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr and Greg- 

ory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 

Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 

A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # AOOI4919PABN 13 150 403 135 
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